
A Historical Moment in the 
Legal Industry  



h

The Global Legal Hackathon launched in early 

December of 2017, and within a mere two and a half 

months it raised global attention with host locations 

in 40 cities across 22 countries. February 23rd-25th 

over 70 organizations consisting of bar associations, 

legal tech and service companies, law firms, 

non-profits and universities gathered simultaneously 

to host and sponsor thousands of participants. 

Rapid Growth to Global Impact



Bringing the legal industry together with tech and innovation, 
globally, with one purpose: Rapid development of solutions for 
improving the legal industry world-wide.



Without their support it would not have been possible 
40 Cities, Across 22 Countries, and 6 Continents





Now, imagine this…
 
These are only the host 
organizations. Each 
host location had 
several additional 
supporting sponsors. For 
example, over 15 organizations 
supported Romania and Brazil.  



Graciously 

donated to the 

GLH family by the 

Ukrainian host 

location.

 Say hi to Hacky!

The official mascot 

of the Global Legal 

Hackathon.

The World was Energized.

... well beyond anyone’s expectations. 
It went on to be the largest legal 
innovation event in history, with an 
est. 5,000 participants 
simultaneously involved across 
hundreds of teams around the world.



Press, Hosts, Participants, Partners and bystanders ….were all moved.

“The GLH is the legal industry’s version of “We 

Are the World,” a global coming together of the 

legal ecosystem to advance social and 

business objectives….The scale of GLH is 

remarkable—6 continents, dozens of 

countries, and more than 40 sites around the 

world hosted hackers competing—and 

collaborating-- to ‘move the needle.’ The 

breadth of industry stakeholder participation is 

equally noteworthy—law firms, in-house 

departments, corporate sponsors, law schools, 

techies, and entrepreneurs within and outside 

the industry engaged.”

Mark Cohen - 
Forbes

“The Global Legal Hackathon is another 

opportunity for us to collaborate with technology 

and legal innovators to drive the rapid 

development of new solutions for the legal 

industry.”

Wolters Kluwer

“The organizers of the hackathon deserve credit 

for pulling this off. It was, beyond doubt, the 

largest coordinated legal hackathon ever. And all 

the sponsors, hosts, and participants deserve 

credit as well for their contributions of space, 

technology, time, and talent.”

Bob Ambrogi -
Above the Law

“For the law students, the Hackathon offered an 

opportunity to rub elbows with those on the cutting 

edge of legal technology and innovation and get 

hands-on experience developing the types of legal 

programs that are revolutionizing legal practice. “ 

Law.com

“In a world so often defined by disagreement and 

disconnects, it is so fabulous to work with positive, 

progressive, inclusive people who are thinking, 

building, making "better" - regardless of social, 

technical or geographic boundaries. Bravo!”

David Kinnear -
High Performance Counsel



The momentum is powerful.

The Global Legal Hackathon earned 
powerful recognition as a top trending topic. 
Over 25% of the internet’s legal innovation 
audience followed the first round of the 
Global Legal Hackathon.

It was the top trending term across legal 
news publications, even surpassing 
‘blockchain’.

Source: https://legalaiblog.com (legal publication 
scan)

https://legalaiblog.com


First Round Winners went 
on to Round Two





New York City April 21st 
Winners of #GLH2018 

Announced



#ToTheMars Film Teaser

Dera Nevin, Global Legal 
Hackathon Ambassador, traveled 

the month before the gala;  
capturing legal innovation and 
the GLH movement  in key host 
locations. The teaser showed at 

the gala. View here: 
https://vimeo.com/265929716

Brian Kuhn Shared the 
State of AI in Legal

True to Brian Kuhn’s style, he 
brought sense to AI in the legal 
industry. Covering the here and 
now, as well as a future forecast 

of what artificial intelligence 
promises to law. 

David Lat Shared the 
Status of Legal Innovation

An open invitation was given to 
the audience to attend the 

Evolve the Law summit May 
2nd. Lat then discussed the 

journey of legal innovation, and 
its changing landscape. 

Wolters Kluwer | Global 
Impact Award

Gabor Toth, CEO Poland of 
Wolters Kluwer awards the 
special category award of 
potential for most global 

impact to team RightsNOW, 
from New York, New York.

https://vimeo.com/265929716
https://vimeo.com/265929716


George Beaton (Australia), Michal Paprocki (Europe), Esther 
Dediashvili (Middle East), Wendy Callaghan (North America), 
Leo Elduayan (South America).

The Winners of #GLH2018 Are!!!

After a difficult period of deliberation the runner ups for the 
public benefit and private benefit category were ANIKA 
(Australia) and Sondier.ai (Germany) respectively. The four 
winners of the first annual Global Legal Hackathon were: for 
the private benefit category Revealu (Budapest, Hungary) and 
LexLucid (Denver, USA), and for the public benefit category it 
was RightsNOW (New York, USA) and Decoding Law (Hong 
Kong, China). 

An International Judging Panel



Budapest, Hungary

Revealu makes it super-simple 
to request your GDPR data 

from providers such as Google, 
Facebook, and other 

platforms.

Visit Revealu

Denver, CO, USA

Providing unbiased attorney ratings 
for online contracts, helping 

consumers make educated decisions 
about the products and services they 
use, while motivating businesses to 
make fairer and simpler contracts.

Visit LexLucid

Hong Kong, China

A machine learning powered 
browser plugin that helps 

people read and understand 
legislation.

Visit Decoding Law

New York, NY, USA

Trustworthy, consistent, and 
conversational access to legal 

information via voice.

Visit RightsNOW

https://revealu.eu
https://lexlucid.com
https://www.facebook.com/decodinglawHK/
https://www.rightsnowapp.com


“It’s certainly been an exciting ride that has 
brought together many people from across the 
world and enthused them with the potential for 
legal technology to really make a difference in 

people’s lives. It’s been great to see what can be 
done, and the level of enthusiasm and participation 
around the world is a testament to just how much 
interest there really is in leveraging technology in 

the legal world.

Congratulations to the winners, the runners up and 
all who took part! And a last word: congratulations 
to co-organisers David Fisher and Aileen Schultz, 

who got this off the ground and turned it into a 
global success from a standing start in just five 

months. That is an incredible achievement. It just 
shows what can be done if you really want to make 
something happen. Well done, and looking forward 

to GLH2019 already!”

Artificial Lawyer

“This is a pivotal time in the legal community -  the 
success of the GLH movement is evidence of that.  
And it’s just the beginning of how we can work in 
new ways and what we can build together – as a 

company such as Wolters Kluwer partners with other 
legal innovators and start-ups to bring new value and 
advancements in the area of law. We were honored 

to present the award for Global Impact. Our 
commitment is to help make the world more 

transparent, just and safe, and we see the GLH as an 
important movement in support of this mission.”

Wolters Kluwer

Lemon Aid, which specifically aims to solve 
prison overcrowding and lack of legal 

representation in Nigeria, has already caught the 
attention of some in the country’s government. 

Patrick-Akhaba noted that the Federal Ministry of 
Justice of Nigeria has agreed to partner with the 

young company. What’s more, the team is 
looking at a “partnership with legal aid 

organizations, and we are looking to also expand 
to the broader African market,” she said.

After the end of the Global Legal Hackathon, the 
winning teams were optimistic about the future, 
and wanted to hit the ground running on further 

developing their application.

“I think this is a really huge encouragement for 
us to seriously consider out next step, to go back 
home to discuss with our potential partners and 
seriously think about and submitting applications 
for funding to make this idea realized,” Decoding 

Law’s Lin said.

Law.com

George Beaton

Judging the Finals of the Global Legal Hackathon was 
the toughest of gigs. The creativity, depth and 

potential socio-economic benefits of each of the 14 
Finalists were inspiring. There were no losers. GLH is 
a truly global movement seeking solutions to pressing 

problems related to law, justice, trade, fairness, 
education, privacy, and economic growth. 

Visit the #GLH2018 Media Catalogue | Over 100 Articles From 
Across the Globe

https://coveragebook.com/b/88df99ef
https://coveragebook.com/b/88df99ef


Global Partners



Supporting Partners



Community Partners

Media Partners


